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Hiking the Big Sur 
Wilderness in a group 
led by Steve Harper is an 
experience of reorientation.  
For �ve days in early 
September, I stretched my 
body and psyche to new 
dimensions as I heard him 
say, �Let the wilderness 
see you.�  �Remember that 
you are seen, heard, felt, 
tasted and touched by the 
wilderness.�  �Use all of your 
senses; don�t simply pierce 
the wilderness on a visual 
quest but let its presence 
penetrate you.�  �Go silently 
and stay present.� All of 
these remarks (paraphrased) 
reminded me of ways to 
be in the inner city, not as 
an observer or a lily white 
middle class  �doer unto�, 
but rather as a guest who 
is welcomed to be in a 
place which o�en seems 
like wilderness: the sound 
of sirens, the smell of stale 
beer, the sight of boisterous 
teenagers in striking clothes 
(and striking poses), the 
touch of a child�s braids, 
the taste of spicy wings.  
Yes, there are rattle snakes 
and steep precipices in Big 

Sur, and the metaphorical 
equivalents in Peoplestown, 
but when treated 
respectfully, they are nothing 
to fear. 

Two trips to help in the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast 
have reoriented my 
understanding of  the 
magni�cence of creation.  
How wondrous for a 
storm to raise waters 42 
feet above sea level and 
move 3 and 4 miles over 
land!  And the trips have 
reoriented my view of 
human su�ering. 440,000  
of God�s magni�cent 
creatures now are homeless 
in Southern Mississippi. 
Rich, poor, black, white, 
Asian, Latino, they have no 
shelter, no food, no income, 
no access to healthcare or 
transportation, no running 
water. Coast Care Camp, 
run by the Episcopal 

diocese, has o�ered food, 
clothing, medical care and 
compassion to some 38,000 
brave souls.  Led by �ve paid 
sta�ers and 150 volunteers 
who come and go each 
day, the center is a beacon 
of hope in an area which 
military veterans told me 
is worse than any war zone 
they�ve ever seen. I myself 
thought I�d seen the worst 
during the �rst trip when 
we went to Pass Christian 
where buildings were 
moved 200 feet, concrete 
and rebar were twisted in 
new construction,  and the 
National Guard prevents 
unauthorized persons from 
getting within a mile or so 
to protect what�s le�. On 
the second trip, I went to 
Waveland, where there 
is no National Guard 
check point because there 
is nothing le� to protect. 
It is all gone. Only the 
occasional shingle roof 
remains sitting on the 
ground, nowhere near the 
house it once covered.

On both coasts, I 
experienced magni�cence, 
fear, challenge, and 
community.  Both places 
reminded me of Emmaus 
House: where we are, who 
we are, what we do together. 
Sometimes it�s beautiful. 
Sometimes it�s awful. 
Always, I believe, we are a 
magni�cent creation.

The Reverend Elizabeth Claiborne Jones

Director and Vicar

Travels with Claiborne

p Emmaus House �angels� 
at Claiborne�s house.

From 
Shore
to Shore

p Emmaus House Director 
The Rev. E. Claiborne Jones and 
founder Father Austin Ford 
enjoy a moment together at a 
donor appreciation gathering 
held in Fr. Ford�s lovely home.



It�s true.  Claiborne  bought 
a big yellow school bus with 
her American Express� 
Card. As the Summer 
Program approached, �You 
can�t leave home without it� 
became clearer and clearer. 
Our old bus was on its 
last tire.  We used $14,000 
from our reserves and took 

It�s an annual miracle of 
stellar proportions.  Last 
year, many parishes and 
individuals contributed 
to the 2004 Christmas 
Ministry and the results were 
magni�cent. We hosted a 
celebration dinner honoring 
65 grandparents who are 
raising their grandchildren. 
Each received a basket �lled 
with goodies and gi�s, along 
with a Kroger gi� card. A 
special luncheon for the 
thirty elders in our Senior 
Strollers program included 
personalized gi� baskets and 
food served by lovely teen-
aged girls. 

Over 20 families were 
supported with every day 
living supplies--the laundry 
soap and cleaning supplies 
which Food Stamps won�t 
cover�through partnerships 
of Peoplestown households 
and families in more a�uent 
areas. And the amazing 
Christmas Eve event featured 
a story teller, a magician, 
seasonal �lms, refreshments 
and best of all, hugs and a 
new gi� from Santa and Mrs. 
Claus for over 600 children.  
�ank you.  And yes, we�d 
love to have you co-host the 
celebrations this December.  
Contact Mary Kay Kohles-
Baker at 404.276.0014.

John has been at Emmaus 
House for four years, as 
Special Assistant to the 
Director.  What a catch-all 
title! But it�s accurate.  He 
dra�s our grant proposals, 
keeps our accounts in 
order, thanks our donors, 
updates our policies and 
procedures and serves as the 
Tuesday/�ursday a�ernoon 
receptionist, too.  A faithful 
member of the sta�, John 
will be missed for his good 
humor and hard work.  
While we bid him farewell 
Dec. 31, to spend more time 
with his wife, Molly, we 
look forward to counting 
him among our continuing 
friends.
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Christmas Joy

t Santa talks to a child 
during last year�s Christmas Eve 
celebration.  (Photo by Jim Pritchett)

Archdeacon John Titus Retiring

p John relaxes during the 
Emmaus House sta� retreat 
last spring.  The sta� stayed at 
the weekend home of Advisory 
Board member Mary Ball in 
Sapphire, North Carolina.

The Bus!

We have just learned that 

the Children�s Chapel o�ering 

from the Cathedral of St. 

Philip is being given to help 

pay for our bus by re-funding 

the reserves we used for this 

purpose.  This generous $5,000 

contribution gets us 1/3 of 

the way �nancially and is an 

outward and visible sign of the 

love God�s children have for one 

another.  Thank you, friends.

Emmaus House has 
opened an account at �e 
Treasure Mart, a household 
consignment warehouse 
at 3641 Pierce Drive (near 
Chamblee Dunwoody and 
Peachtree Industrial). If 
your new or gently used 
household items need a 
new life, you may take 
them to the Treasure Mart 
and ask that they be sold 
for Emmaus House.  Any 
unsold items will eventually 
be given to the needy. Call 
770.458.1200 for more 
information.

Trash or 
Treasure?

children to D.H. Stanton, 
�eld trips, St. Dunstan�s 
and Camp Mikell. Our bus 
is available to Episcopal 
Church groups. And if 
you�d like to buy part 
of the bus, go to www.
emmaushouse.org where 
you can make a gi� by 
check or credit card. Alas, 
we don�t take American 
Express�. 
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